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(54) Photograph mount 

(57) A mount (7) is prepared from a backing layer (2), a canvas layer (4) and an exposed layer (8) of adhesive. 
The nnount (7) is mass-produced in a factory and is then sent to a customer who laminates a photograph (1) to 
the mount (7) by applying pressure and heat in order to activate the adhesive of the layer (8). As a result, a 
canvas-like texture is imparted to the photograph (1 ). The mount (7) may be mass-produced to a high standard 
under factory conditions in order to remove the need for the customer to have to simultaneously prepare all of 
the layers at the time of mounting the photograph (1). 
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PHOTOGMPHMOUNT 



^The invention relate to a nount which may s,^sa,uently he 
used for mounting a photograph or the lik«. 

A known nraunting systej. is IJlustrated in Fig. l which is 
= <liagra™,atic explodao cro=.-sectlo„al view. The system has 

Photograph 1 . The photograph, as mounted, actually comprises a 
top layer 1 of the photograph. The top layer 1 comprises a 
polythene coating onto which the photographic emulsion is coated 
and Which is peeled away from a paper hacking layer. The peeling 
away may he accomplished by bonding an adhesive film to the too 
layer and peeling away the combined top layer and adhesive film 
The Photograph top layer 1 (possibly with the adhesive film, may 
be considered to he a photograph in its own right and wuT 
hereinafter be referred to as such. - » "d wiU 

* sandwich Of layers is formed as shown in Fig. i The 

the Photograph 1. starting from the bottom, there is a 
cardboard backing layer 2, a film 3 of hot-melt glue, a canvas 
layer , a fUm 5 of hot-melt glue and the photograph 1. The 
sandwich Of components 1 to 5 is then compressed and l^inated 
together Whilst applying heat in order to activate the films 3 

canvas r ^"""'""^ "as a 

canvas-effect by virtue the, te.tur. imparted 'to the 

i- •. .-r^raph 1 by the canvas layer t. 

Which Il^of^^^''''°'"'" "^'"''"^ ^ f-^^ 

Which al of the layers 1 to 5 are assembled at the same time 
the^mounting tec^igue has proved to be relatively comple. and 

is " ' °' -vention, there 

xs provided a mount for subseguent use in mounting a photograph 
comprising: a backing having a non-smooth, textured surfac!- and 
adhesive disposed on the non-smooth, textured surface 
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. . aspect ot the present invention, 
.ctording tn e /J ^ photograph, comprising: = 

.here is provide. ^^^-- ^ te«tnre. snr.ace; ^-ive 



mere f-- ^^v, texturea =>^^- 

bac&ng h4.ing a , surface; wherein the 

disposed on the "^^^^^^^^^ „on-s»ooth, textured surface 
photograph Is not mounted on the ^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ 

«ith the present inventxon ^^^^ ^ economically 

into . two-stage process. Firs y, conditions which 

„,s-produced in a ^^"-^ ""l^ ^,,3,, of the mount may be 
ensure uniform guality^ I-ar, ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^...^ ,0 
producied and cut to ^j^, , photographic laboratory, 

.he customer. The customer rs usua y ^^^^ 
,he customer merely has to perfo m t ^^^^^^^ 
a photograph on ^^---^T m!unt. Usually, this will be 
laminate the photograph th ^^ph to the mount and 

achieved by mechanically pressrng ^ ^^^^ 

applying heat. The „,i„g a mechanical press, 

imparted to the photograph. Inst 

a vacuum press may be used. ^ ^ photograph, a poster or 
The mount may be used -^ '^^^^^^ .^ „pahle of receiving 
- .-"r::-';re :rt -particularly suited, for use 

a textured imprint, but to 

i„ reiatioh to Photographs.^^ ^ „^.c. will be . 

usually, the ,3o.ing may be a one-prece 

canvas-effect , ' _ „„iaed to/have a non-smootn, 

:iacung, e.g. a P'»^"^^,. ,hat the backing comprises a 
textured surface, it rs p-e 3, having a separate 

hase layer (e.g. a layer of ^ mounted 
„on-smooth, textured layer „ the base layer, with 

.hereon. The textured '^jer ^y b g ^^^^^ ,„hseguently 

the glue being different to the 
,sed to laminate the photograph to 
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Suitable examples of - heat-activatable adhesives are 
hot-melt adhesives based on EVA polymers. 

According to a third aspect of the present invention, there 
is provided a method of manufacturing ^a mount for subsequent use 
in mounting a photograph, comprising applying adhesive to a 
non-smooth, textured surface of a backing. 

According to a fourth aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a method of mounting a photograph or the like, 
comprising manufacturing a mount by using, the method in 
accordance with the third aspect : of: the .present invention, and 
subsequently using the adhesive of the mount to laminate the 
photographi or the like to the backing. 

A non-limiting embodiment- of the present inyention will now 
be described with reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
whi ch : - 

Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic ■ exploded cross-sectional view of 
a prior art mounting technique; and 

Fig. 2 is a diagrammatic exploded cross-sectional view of 
the mounting technique of the -present invention. 

In Fig. 2, components which are common with Fig. 1 are 
identified with the same reference numerals,. . Under factory 
conditions, the cardboard backing . layer 2 , has a film 6 of 
.cold-setting' adhesive applied thereto .in order to ^laminate the 
canvas layer 4 to the cardboard backing layer. 2. „ Both faces of 
the cardboard backing layer 2 are smooth and.it^is the canvas 
layer 4 which imparts the required non-smooth, textured surface 
to the mount 7. 

The mount 7 also includes a layer 8 of heat-activatable 
adhesive which is applied as a coating to the exposed surface of 
the canvas layer 4. Thus, it may be seen that the mount 7 as 
sold to the customer has an exposed adhesive coating in the form 
of the layer 8 of heat-activatable adhesive. 
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Optional-ly, the mount 7 may. also include a protective paper 
backing layer 9 which stabilizes the other layers of the mount by 
. reducing ciirl; and distortion under adverse atmospheric conditions 
,sueh as high humidity. In- particular, the paper layer 9 expands 
and contracts in a similar fashion to the canvas layer 4, thereby 
.maintaining the stability of the structure of the mount 7. 

The mount 7 may be manufactured with all of the layers 2, 
4, 6, 8, 9 being assembled simultaneously. Alternatively, the 
cardboard backing layer 2 may firstly be laminated to the canvas 
layer 4 by using the cold-setting adhesive layer 6. After this 
first step, a second step is performed of coating the canvas 
layer 4 with the layer 8 of heat-activatable adhesive. 

The mount 7 may be produced as large sheets or else cut to 
standard sizes. The mount 7 is then transported from the factory 
to the location of the customer such as a photographic 
laboratory. The customer simply positions the photograph 1 on 
top of the exposed layer 8 of heat-activatable adhesive. 
Pressure and heat are then applied in order to laminate the 
photograph 1 to the mount 7 by activating the heat-activatable 
adhesive. This imparts the canvas texture of the canvas layer 4 

to the photograph 1. 

In an alternative embodiment, the heat-activatable adhesive 
of the layer 8 may replace the cold-setting adhesive of the 
layer 6. Under such circumstances, the canvas layer 4 may be 
impregnated with the heat-activatable adhesive and laminated to 
the cardboard backing layer 2 in a single-stage operation in 
order to produce the mount 7. 

If the customer is not going to use heat to laminate the 
mount 7 to the photograph 1, an alternative to the 
heat-activatable adhesive may be used. The general 

characteristics required of the adhesive of the layer 8 are: 



J 
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(i) that the adhesive must' form a'good bond between the 
mount and the photograph; 

(ii) that the adhesive should not detract frbm^ the 
visual appearance of the photograph by showing through or ''by 
chemically or physically discolouring the photograph; and 

(iii) that the adhesive must bond to the rest of - the 
mount and to the photograph without causing distortion.' 
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CLAIMS 



1. A mount for subsequent use in mounting a photograph, 
comprising: ■ 

a backing having a non-smooth, textured surface; and ■ 
adhesive disposed on the non-smooth, textured surface. 

2. A mount, for a photograph, comprising: 

a backing having a non-smooth> textured surface; and 
adhesive disposed on the non-smooth, textured surface; 
wherein ;the photograph is not mounted on the non- smooth, 
textured surface. 

3. A mount according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the non-smooth, 
textured surface is a canvas-effect surface. 

4. A mount according to any of claims 1 to 3, wherein the 
backing comprises , a base layer having a, non- smooth, textured 
layer mounted thereon. 

5. A mount: according to claims 3 and 4, wherein the textured 
layer is a canvas- like layer. 

6. , A. mount according to claim 5, wher.ein the canvas-like layer 
is made of woven fabric. 

7. ■ A mount according to any of claims 4 to, 6, wherein the base 
layer is made of cardboard. 

8. A mount according to any of claims 4 to 7, wherein the 
textured layer is glued to the base layer. 



9. A mount according to :any of claims 1 to 8, wherein the 
adhesive is a heat-activatable adhesive. 

10. A mount according to claim 9, wherein the heat-activatabie 
adhesive is a hot-melt adhesive based on EVA polymer(s). 

11- A method of manufacturing a mount for subsequent use in 
mounting a photograph, comprising applying . adhesive to a 
non-smooth, textured surface of a backing.- 

12. A method according to claim 11 wherein the non-smooth,, 
textured surface is a canvas-effect surface. — • ■ : 

13. A method according to claim 11 or 12, further comprising 
laminating a non-smooth> textured layer to : a base layer . to 
produce the backing. 

14 i A method according to claims "12 emd 13, wherein the 
textured layer is a canvas-like layer. 

15. A method according to claim 14/ wherein the canvas- like 
layer is made of woven fabric. - • ■ ^ . - --i- 

15. A method according to any of claims. 13* to 1-5/,; wherein the 
base layer is made of cardboard. 

17: A method according to any of claims 13 to 16, wherein a 
glue is used to laminate the textured . layer to the- base layer. 

18. A method -according to claim 17, wherein the glue is 
different to the adhesive.. 
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19. i A method according to any of claims 13 to 18, wherein the 
adhesive is "applied to the textured layer after the textured 
layer has been laminated to the base layer. 

20. A method according to any of claims 11 to 19, wherein the 
adhesive is a heat-activatable adhesive. 

21. A method according to claim 20, wherein the 
heat-activatable adhesive is a hot-melt adhesive based on EVA 
polymer( s) . 

22. , A method of mounting a photograph or the like, comprising 
manufacturing a mount by using the method of any of claims 11 
to 21, and isubsequently using the adhesive of the mount to 
laminate the photograph or the like to the backing. 

23- A mount for subsequent use in mounting a photograph, 
substantially as herein described with reference to Figure 2 of 
the accompanying drawings - 

24. A method of mounting a photograph, substantially as herein 
described with reference to Figure 2 of the accompanying 
drawings. 
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